
Hello, 

Please see the attached revisions and added examples to Ordinance No. 22-03, the Hazardous 

Vegetation and Flammable Fuels/D-Space Management Ordinance. The revisions to the ordinance have 

all been written in red for ease of your review. If you recall, at the last Board meeting, this Ordinance 

was approved by the Board provided that the Fire Marshal revise the Ordinance to try and 

accommodate the exemption request of Mid-Peninsula Regional Open Space Parks. Mid-Pen had 

requested that WFPD insert language into the applicability portion of the Ordinance allowing for Mid

Pen and all their conservation lands to be exempt from complying with the WFPD Hazardous Vegetation 

and Flammable Fuels Ordinance. In Lieu of allowing a blanket exemption to Mid-Pen, I have inserted 

language that allows for modifications where there are practical difficulties involved in carrying out the 

provisions of this Ordinance, and that the fire code official shall have the authority to grant 

modifications for individual cases, provided that the fire code official shall first find that special 

individual reason makes the strict letter of the ordinance impractical and the modification is in 

compliance with the intent and purpose of the ordinance and that such modification does not lessen 

health, life and fire safety requirements and will achieve a comparable reduction in fire hazard and risk 

as determined and approved by the Fire Marshal per CFC Section [A] 104.10 Alternative Materials, 

Design and Methods of Construction and Equipment. I strongly suggested to the Board that WFPD does 

not allow a blanket exemption for Mid-Pen into the Ordinance and below are all the reasons why: 

1. It is nice of the park district to tell us that they take fire safety seriously, and I am sure they do.

However, as Mid Pen's letter states, they also take many other things seriously to include recreational

activities etc. As a result, fire safety is only one of many priorities Mid Pen has which may be one of the

reasons Mid-Pen lacks the sufficient resources to comply with our proposed ordinance. Quite simply,

this is why a community has a fire department and a fire code official; because there needs to be an

agency whose only charge is fire safety. While it is for the park district board to determine how to

manage their lands, it is for the fire board to mandate community fire safety requirements. As with the

many other agencies whose mandates include requirements that apply to park district lands, so to do

our mandates, apply to them. When there is a mega conflagration fire, nobody is going to be asking the

park district board why they did not enforce more stringent fire safety measures. They are going to be

asking the fire district.. .. who has the mandate to establish and enforce fire safety regulations.

2. I do not believe that it is legal for the fire district to pass an ordinance requiring the owners of

structures to complete defensible space actions on the lands of another as the park district suggests.

3. If we waive our requirements for conservation lands, what will stop other property owners from

declaring parts of their parcels as conservation lands and asking for the same exemption? Further, what

is going to stop a fire from burning across those lands? Fire does not stop to check the parcel deed.

4. We do not accept lack of resources in other parts of the fire code, and I strongly suggested to my

Board that we not do so here. Through the uniform enforcement of progressive codes, we have

engineered our way out of the high loss structure fires of the past. Wildfire is no different and every

property owner needs to do their part to create a Fire Adapted Community. It is simply not possible to

protect all the populated areas near the parklands if they are being held to a standard other than strict

fire science.

5. The fire code allows for the approval of modifications. Should Mid-Pen have a comprehensive wildfire

safety and mitigation plan that achieves the same practical effect of the fuel breaks we mandate in our






























